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Curriculum Printing – Special Populations–  

Learning Taxonomy  -Music & Studying – Looking Ahead–  

How to Help Students Over Winter Break 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Printing  
Printing new Pearson Curriculum Course Content just 
got better!  

The Pearson Virtual Schools Product Team is pleased to 
announce an improvement to the printing experience 
for new Pearson Curriculum courses!  

Teachers and students now have the options to print a 
single page, a lesson or an entire unit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Read more about Managing Course Settings in our 
help article. 

 

Curriculum Feedback 

 
Please share your feedback on Pearson 
Curriculum. Scan the QR Code to complete the 
form! 
 

 

 

 

Teachers – Learning 
Taxonomy 
 

 
This graph orders isolated tasks that range from less to 
more complexity into six domains: 

1. The Parts (i.e., explain or describe a 
concept in simple terms) 

2. The Whole (i.e., explain a concept in 
micro-detail and macro-context) 

3. The Interdependence (i.e., explain how a 
concept relates to similar and non-similar 
concepts) 

4. The Function (i.e., apply a concept in 
unfamiliar situations) 

5. The Abstraction (i.e., demonstrate a 
concept’s nuance with artfulness or 
insight) 

6. The Self (i.e., self-direct future learning 
about the concept) 

 
https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/alternatives-blooms/ 

https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007983814-Managing-Course-Settings
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007983814-Managing-Course-Settings
https://www.teachthought.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/teachthought-simple-taxonomy-for-understanding.jpg
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Does Music Help You 
Study? 
By Christopher E. Nelson 

If your k-12 child wants to study with music playing, he or she may 
not be trying to goof off. Depending on the kind of music, 
it may be a distraction, but music can also be good for focus and 
memory. The potential benefits of music can be a great study 
aid for students. 

Parents of students in homeschool, traditional brick-and-mortar 
school, or a virtual school like Connections Academy, recognize 
how music during study time can potentially do more harm than 
good. (Kids and their “music” these days!) But let’s take a 
look at what science says music does to the brain, and how you 
can help your children choose or build a study playlist that will help 
them concentrate and be productive while 
studying for their classes. 
 
Does Music Help You Study? 
The short answer is yes! Music’s effect on the brain is quite 
complex, and various 
studies cite multiple health benefits of listening 
to music. Hearing music has been said to: 

• Boost the immune system 
• Ease anxiety 
• Improve cognitive development 
• Improve memory and focus while studying 

 
Tips on Listening to Music while Studying 

In addition to aiding concentration, the right kind of music can act 
as an insulator that keeps external distractions from penetrating 
your virtual school student’s focus. How? By giving the brain’s 
unconscious attention system something to focus on. 

You see, our brain’s attention system has two different parts, 
referred to separately as the “dorsal” and “ventral” attention 
systems—otherwise known, respectively, as our conscious and 
unconscious attention. Both parts work together simultaneously 
but do very different things. 

Our conscious attention directs our focus to the primary task at 
hand—which, for your conscientious homeschool student, is 
studying. While our dorsal attention is hard at work, our ventral 
or unconscious attention is detecting peripheral sights, sounds, 
and other distractions: a creak in the floorboards, a siren in the 
distance, a smell coming from the kitchen. Unfortunately, even 
though your student’s ventral attention system is only doing its 
job, it’s disrupting his or her focus.  

When we listen to music while studying, 
the music provides our unconscious attention system something to 
focus on. Keeping the ventral attention system busy drowns out 
other distractions and allows your child to concentrate on their 
schoolwork.  

 

 
 

 

 

5 Tips on Picking the Best Music for Studying   

Because music has a very powerful influence on our brains, bodies, 
and emotions, it’s important to choose the right music to play as 
a study aid. Use these five tips on the best music for studying, and 
help your student create an effective study playlist:  

1. Choose Music Without Lyrics  
To start your student’s study playlist, look for songs without words 
or lyrics. Music with lyrics can be quite distracting—especially if 
the lyrics resonate deeply with the listener and he or she 
has memorized every word. For background music to be helpful 
while studying, it’s better to play instrumental music, such as 
jazz, classical, or from movie soundtracks your child 
knows or from your child’s favorite video games.  
2. Set a Proper Volume  

Of course, music that is too loud will be distracting. Press play on 
that study playlist at a moderately low volume, but leave it loud 
enough to be heard. Having to concentrate to hear the music is 
just another distraction. The best music for studying should serve 
as background music.  

3. Choose a Broad Study Playlist  
One study of workers suggests that the best background music is 
music the listener enjoys, but that music the listener particularly 
likes is distracting. For studying with music, have your child create 
playlists of tunes they like but that don’t include their favorites. Let 
them set their favorites 
aside for a  rewarding listening experience when they’ve 
completed their studies.  
4. Settle in with Soothing Music  

If you find that a pop music study playlist is distracting your child, 
try a playlist that’s more laid back before deciding to turn the 
music off. Or try the work of ambient music artists, which is usually 
instrumental and focused more on tone and atmosphere than 
rhythm.  

5. Break Out the Funk  
If your kid is struggling with a poor attitude about studying, lighten 
the mood by playing something funky. Professor 
Morten Kringelbach from the University of Oxford’s Department of 
Psychiatry explains that the optimal levels of unexpected accents 
and unpredictable stresses in funk music make it uplifting. Your 
kids probably have their faves, but if needed, introduce them to a 
playlist of contemporary or old school jams.  
The Benefits of Studying with Music  

The benefits of music can make it a great study aid for your kids, 
whether they’re in elementary, middle, or high school. With 
thoughtfully crafted playlists, listening to music while studying can 
help your children maintain a better attitude and achieve better 
results from study time.  

Whether your student is enrolled in virtual school, homeschool, or 
a traditional brick-and-mortar school, we hope these tips 
on studying with music help them achieve scholastic success. And 
if they’re still struggling, here are five more study tips that make 
tough subjects easier to learn … they’ll make studying as easy as A-
B-C, and 1-2-3.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/difference-between-online-school-and-school-from-home
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2013/12/17/health-benefits-music/4053401/
https://www.fnu.edu/benefits-studying-music/#:%7E:text=You%20have%20likely%20heard%20before%20that%20music%20helps%20you%20study.&text=Studies%20have%20shown%20that%20music,maximize%20learning%20and%20improve%20memory.
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1073858413494269
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dg0IjOzopYU
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21508527/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21508527/
https://www.psych.ox.ac.uk/news/why-does-funk-music-make-us-want-to-dance
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/5-study-tips-to-making-tough-subjects-easier-to-learn
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/5-study-tips-to-making-tough-subjects-easier-to-learn
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Special Populations Q&A 
 

Join us!  
 

On the last Thursday of every month, join our Senior 
Special Populations Consultant and a Pearson Trainer for 
a synchronous, 30-minute session focused on Special 
Populations. Each 30-minute session will include a quick 
overview of a tool, tip, or best practice for working with 
special populations online, with time for Q&A.   
*note: no specific student situations will be discussed  
 
When: Thursday, December 16,   
11-11:30 am ET 
Where: LiveLesson room  
Focus: ADHD 

 
 
Printable Holiday Cards 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  
 

Wrapping Up 2021 & 
Looking Ahead to 2022 

 
Do you have students that may need an extension to 
complete Fall Semester course work? Please reach out 
to your Program Manager for support with this 
process! 
 
For schools/programs that use Pearson teachers and 
need to have grades finalized prior to the Winter 
Break, 12/17/2021 is the latest course end date for 
students to allow Pearson teachers time to complete 
grading. 
 
Resources Available 

• My Pearson Training (from the main menu),   
• Webinar request  
• Pearson Connexus Help (question mark icon)   
• Training with our trainers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ue1prod01.livelesson.com/kfazioli/
https://www.weareteachers.com/printable-holiday-cards-teachers/
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Live Tutor 

 
 
LiveTutor is excited to help support student learning for 
the 2021-2022 school year. LiveTutor will be available to 
students from August 9, 2021 to June 10, 2022. (EST 
schedule) 
 
How students can access LiveTutor. 

 
 

Why Teachers Matter – A 
Teacher’s Impact 
 

 

How To Help Students 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360009694334-LiveTutor-Access-for-Students
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Pearson Teachers – OOO 

 
 
 
Five Physics Experiments for 
the Holidays 
 

 
 

3 Simple Ways to Cultivate 
Gratitude 

 
 

(https://youtu.be/vwcYGxVf4yM) 
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