
Hot Topics  1 

NOVEMBER 19, 2021  

Curriculum Printing – Special Populations– 

LiveLessons -Student Engagement – Student Leadership – 

Teacher Resources– Student Self-Assessment – Progress Reports 

Printing 
Printing new Pearson Curriculum Course Content 
just got better!  

The Pearson Virtual Schools Product Team is 
pleased to announce an improvement to the 
printing experience for new Pearson Curriculum 
courses!  

When teachers and students log in to the Pearson 
Online Classroom on Monday, November 22, they 
will discover the options to print a single page, a 
lesson or an entire unit!  

Read more about Managing Course 
Settings in our help article. 

Connect With Students 

Student engagement is one of the most fundamental 
requirements of learning. Without an engaged mind, 
everything else–no matter the quality of the 
pedagogy or the cleverness of the technology–is 
futile. 

And one of the useful ways to make improvements 
here is by having a strong relationship with your 
students. A well-organized classroom with engaged 
students who trust and feel valued by the teacher is a 
classroom that’s setup for progress everywhere else. 

So how can you build better relationships with 
students? Here are 12 ways that might help. 

https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/strategies
-to-build-relationships-with-students/

https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007983814-Managing-Course-Settings
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007983814-Managing-Course-Settings
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Progress Reports 
Is your school sharing progress for both participation and 
performance to ensure that students finish the semester 
strong? This is the perfect time to lend extra support and 
encouragement to struggling students that could use the 
extra time to get back on track! There are different ways 
to share student progress within Pearson Connexus, since 
each school is unique, choose the report that best 
meets your needs.  
 

Student Activity Summary  
• Time Spent in Course  
• Overall Grade  
• Completion Percentages  
• On Track for Completion  
• PDF is well organized and great 

readability  
• Fields are not editable, additional 

metrics included that may not be 
necessary for a progress report  

  
  

Guide to 
pulling 
Student 
Activity 

Summary  

  

  

Student Overall Performance 
Gradebook  

• Overall Course 
Grade  

• Progress of 
Gradable/Non-
Gradable 
Activities   

• +Self-
Assessment 
Metric (if 
utilized)  

•  Visually 
appealing  

• ” Print” and 
save as a PDF  

•  Cannot be 
processed in 
bulk  

 
 
By navigating to “Users”, choose the 
student you would like a progress 
report for, select the “Performance” 
tab, then the “print” icon.  
 
You may choose to print or save as a 
PDF.  

  
 

 

 
 

 
Virtual Teaching Strategies 
 
Host office hours 
In my grade we have blocked off 9 AM to 11 AM as 
teacher office hours. We scheduled our online 
conferences with students with Google Meet. Teachers 
can use this time to: 

 Model instruction 
 Teach content 
 Gauge student wellness 
 Host book clubs 
 Provide small group or individual tutoring 
 

Because the teacher office hours are at a consistent time, 
students became used to this time and families 
appreciated that it structured the day for students. 

The key to virtual learning is not losing the personal 
element of an in-person classroom. With frequent and 
weekly online conferences, students retain some 
semblance of a learning community that makes school so 
special. 

 

 
 

https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360033490694-Run-Student-Activity-Summary-Report
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360033490694-Run-Student-Activity-Summary-Report
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360033490694-Run-Student-Activity-Summary-Report
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360033490694-Run-Student-Activity-Summary-Report
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360033490694-Run-Student-Activity-Summary-Report
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y_08jsj_szYAP-yeBgH6LES8LxVh7m7E/view?usp=sharing
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LiveLesson Troubleshooting 
Part 4 

Check this if you are experiencing: 

• you are experiencing room performance issues 
(lagging, slowness, glitches, etc.) 

• presentations are distorted and/or slow 
• you have not cleaned up your room recently 

General Information 

Frequent room maintenance is needed to reduce 
pods, content, and bandwidth consumed by the 
room/session. Decreasing the number of pods, notes, 
polls, etc. will help your LiveLesson room load faster. 

• If the slider in the scroll bar is smaller than 2 
rows of content, reduce the amount of pods or 
history to improve room performance. 

Manage Pods 

• For the Pods, please select Manage Pods. This 
will open the complete list of all pods open in 
the room (visible and hidden). To view hidden 
pods, select the Select Unused button. Please 
delete any pods that are not included on your 
layouts and not needed for the session. 
Though these pods may not be visible, they 
still use a portion of the room's resources and 
can put strain on the room. 

Share & Whiteboard History 

• From the menu of a share pod, please 
select Share Document and review the Share 
History and Whiteboards. These areas contain 
a copy of every file and whiteboard that has 
been shared in the room. As the file list grows 
over time, it can begin to create lag and other 
issues in the room. Please clear any items you 
do not require for future lessons from these 
lists from both the Share History and 
Whiteboard options. 

 
Note that this strategy may be used together with 
other strategies to solve a variety of issues. 

 

 
 

 

Teacher Support 
 

 
 

Use the Clipboard to provide personalized attention to 
students. Users can assign Activities, award Badges, 
and assign tasks.  

Select the clipboard tool from either the Header 
Menu or the Main Menu. 

 

From the Clipboard users can: 

• Create and save Quick Lists and Groups of 
students to engage with those groups later. 

• Select Activities to create personalized 
activities for individual students or groups. 

• Select Badges to reinforce good performance. 

• Select Tasks to create simple, personalized 
tasks for individual students or groups. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007979974-The-Clipboard
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008093073
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008093233
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360007982254
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008095813
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Special Populations 
Common Accommodations for Students with Dyslexia  
 

• Presentation accommodations allow students to 
access instructional materials in ways that do 
not require them to read standard print 
presented in a standard visual format.  

• Response accommodations allow students 
alternatives for completion of activities, 
assignments, and tests.  

• Setting accommodations change the location in 
which a test or assignment is given or the 
conditions of the assessment setting.  

• Timing/Scheduling accommodations change the 
length of time allowed for completion of a test, 
project, or assignment and may also change the 
way the time is organized (e.g., breaks).  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Special Populations - 
Dyslexia 
Quick Facts about Dyslexia Font and Styles:  
from The Reading Well   

 
• There are several fonts that have been 

designed for the dyslexic reader including 
Dyslexie, Opendyslexic, Gill Dyslexic, Read 
Regular, Lexia Readable, and Sylexiad. The rest 
of this list is in Opendyslexic font.  

• Contrary to media hype, and even a Scientific 
American article about Dyslexie, no 
independent research has found that any font 
significantly improves reading speed or 
comprehension for dyslexics    

• A 2013 Spanish study found that Helvetica, 
Courier, Arial and Verdana were the best fonts 
for dyslexics, the same fonts of choice for 
many efficient readers    

• Lightly colored paper, 12-14 point sans serif 
font, and bolding of text for highlighting are 
commonly believed to be best for dyslexics   

• Glossy and bright white 
backgrounds, italics, ALL CAPS, and underlining 
have been found to impair reading for 
dyslexics.   

  

Free Option – Dyslexia 

 
OpenDyslexic  
By Abbie Gonzalez  
 
OpenDyslexic is a new open-source font created to 
increase readability for readers with dyslexia. The 
typeface includes regular, bold, italic, and bold-italic 
styles. It is being updated continually and improved 
based on input from other dyslexic users. You 
can choose to donate or download for free.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.dyslexia-reading-well.com/dyslexia-font.html
https://www.dyslexia-reading-well.com/support-files/italian_study_on_fonts_2013.pdf
https://antijingoist.gumroad.com/l/OpenDyslexic
https://app.gumroad.com/antijingoist
https://antijingoist.gumroad.com/l/OpenDyslexic
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Live Tutor 

 
 
LiveTutor is excited to help support student learning for 
the 2021-2022 school year. LiveTutor will be available to 
students from August 9, 2021 to June 10, 2022. (EST 
schedule) 
 
How students can access LiveTutor. 

 
 

Why Teachers Matter – A 
Teacher’s Impact 
 

 

Student Self Assessment 

Pearson Connexus lets students evaluate 
their personal understanding, interest, and effort in 
a course. Giving Teachers an honest Self 
Assessment provides opportunities for them to 
collaborate with students and improve students' 
experiences and progress. 

  

Complete a Self Assessment: 

1. From the Home page, select the desired 
course's Course Card. 

2. Select the Heart in the Header Menu. 
3. Complete the assessment by selecting the 

appropriate color on the scale below each 
of the following areas: 

Understanding 

• Red = Lost 
• Yellow = OK 
• Green = Competent 
• Blue = Expert 

Interest 

• Red = Bored 
• Yellow = OK 
• Green = Interested 
• Blue = Very Interested 

Effort 

• Red = Slacking 
• Yellow = OK 
• Green = Trying 
• Blue = 100% 

Select Update to save and share the Self 
Assessment with the Teacher. 

 
 

  

https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360009694334-LiveTutor-Access-for-Students
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008109593-Complete-a-Self-Assessment
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008109593-Complete-a-Self-Assessment
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008109593-Complete-a-Self-Assessment
https://support.ems.connexus.com/hc/en-us/articles/360008109593-Complete-a-Self-Assessment
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Pearson Teachers – OOO 

 
 
Curriculum Feedback 

 
 
Please share your feedback on Pearson Curriculum. Scan 
the QR Code to complete the form! 

 

3 Simple Ways to Cultivate 
Gratitude 

 
 

(https://youtu.be/vwcYGxVf4yM) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 




