Guided Notes: Land Reclamation
Land reclamation is the effort to ________ land degraded by mining operations to mitigate environmental damage.
Key Concepts:
• Approximately ________ million acres of land have been surface mined in the United States.
• The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of ________ set standards for mining reclamation.
• Mining companies must now present a detailed ________ plan before mining can begin.
• Three major components of land reclamation are:
   1. Replacing and ________ land where digging occurred
   2. Cleanup of environmental ________ and contamination
   3. Revitalizing ________ or developing land for appropriate use
• Challenges of land reclamation include:
   - Setting ________ and measurements for success
   - ________ of interest between mining companies and environmental goals
   - High ________ of reclamation projects
• Funding for reclamation can come from mining companies, federal grants, mining fees, and ________ organizations.
• Successful reclamation should inform decisions about permitting ________ mining operations.
[image: A map of the United States is shown. Shaded areas represent abandoned mine lands. One large shaded area stretches through western Pennsylvania, southern Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia, eastern Tennessee, and northern Alabama. Another large shaded area appears in the Midwest, including parts of Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. A third large shaded area stretches through western North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, eastern Arizona, and New Mexico. Smaller shaded areas appear in eastern Pennsylvania, southern New York, Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California, Michigan, Texas, and Louisiana.]
Real World Examples:
1. Smartphone Manufacturing: Students can research how companies that produce smartphone components are addressing land reclamation after mining ________ minerals.
2. Local Environment: Students can investigate if there are any reclaimed mining sites in their local area and evaluate the ________ of the reclamation efforts.
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