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Life of Pi Reading Guide
Title: Life of Pi
Author: Yann Martel
Setting: Swat Valley, Pakistan, early 21st century
Plot Summary: Life of Pi is the story of an Indian teenager adrift at sea after a shipwreck, sharing a lifeboat with a Bengal tiger. It is a story of struggling to survive against what seem to be insurmountable odds. It also questions the nature of reality and how it is perceived.  
Major Characters:
1. Piscine Molitor Patel (Pi): The protagonist of the story, Pi is a young Indian boy who survives 227 days stranded on a lifeboat in the Pacific Ocean with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. His character represents resilience, faith, and the power of storytelling.
2. Richard Parker: A Bengal tiger who ends up on the lifeboat with Pi. Richard Parker's presence is both a threat and a companion to Pi, symbolizing the duality of nature and the instinct for survival.
3. Santosh Patel: Pi's father and the owner of the Pondicherry Zoo. He is practical and skeptical, emphasizing the importance of understanding and respecting animals. His character represents rationality and the practical aspects of life.
4. Gita Patel: Pi's mother, who is loving and nurturing. She represents the emotional and spiritual support in Pi's life and is a key figure in his memories and alternative story.
5. Mr. Okamoto and Mr. Chiba: Officials from the Japanese Ministry of Transport who investigate the sinking of the Tsimtsum. Their characters represent skepticism and the quest for truth.
6. Father Martin: A Catholic priest who introduces Pi to Christianity. His character represents religious tolerance and the exploration of faith.
7. Satish Kumar (Baker): A Muslim mystic who introduces Pi to Islam. He represents spiritual devotion and the mystical aspect of faith.
8. Satish Kumar (Teacher): Pi's atheistic biology teacher who influences Pi's understanding of science. He represents rational thought and the scientific perspective.
9. Hindu Pandit: The Hindu priest who introduces Pi to Hinduism and nurtures his initial faith. He represents the traditional and cultural aspects of religion, emphasizing rituals, stories, and the rich heritage of Hindu spirituality. 
Themes:
· Survival and the Human Spirit: The central theme of the book is the struggle for survival in extreme conditions and the resilience of the human spirit. Pi's journey is a testament to human ingenuity, willpower, and the instinct to survive against all odds.

· Faith and Spirituality: The novel explores the coexistence of multiple religions and the role of faith in providing comfort, meaning, and a sense of purpose. Pi practices Hinduism, Christianity, and Islam, demonstrating the universality and personal nature of spiritual quests.
· The Nature of Reality and Storytelling: The book questions the nature of reality and the power of storytelling. Through the two versions of his survival story, Pi illustrates how narratives shape our understanding of truth and reality, and how people choose to believe in the stories that provide the most meaning or comfort.
· The Relationship Between Humans and Animals: The complex relationship between humans and animals is a key theme, highlighting issues of dominance, coexistence, mutual respect, and the blurred lines between human and animal behavior, especially in survival situations.
· Isolation and Companionship: Pi's isolation on the lifeboat and his relationship with Richard Parker explore the human need for companionship, the psychological effects of prolonged solitude, and how connections, even with animals, can provide emotional support and a sense of purpose.
Chapter Review Questions: Answering the following questions will increase your comprehension of the novel. Respond to these questions by writing the answers in your notebook. Some of the questions require you to express an opinion or describe your reaction to events in the novel. In these instances, there is no right or wrong answer, and your responses will vary.  The answers to factual questions are included in this reading guide.
Part One: Toronto and Pondicherry
1. In the first chapter, the author says, “Life is so beautiful that death has fallen in love with it, a jealous, possessive love that grabs at what it can. But life leaps over oblivion lightly, losing only a thing or two of no importance, and gloom is but the passing shadow of a cloud” (page 8). What do you think the author means here? Does this evaluation resonate with you? Do you agree/disagree? Explain your thinking.
2. How might you describe the narrator to someone that has not read this book so far? Add your description and include at least one quote from Part One to support your thinking. 
3. Reflect on the significance of Pi's full name, Piscine Molitor Patel, which is derived from a swimming pool in France. Reflect on the importance of Pi's decision to shorten his name from Piscine Molitor Patel to Pi. How does this change affect his interactions with others and his sense of self? What does this decision reveal about the power of names and identity? Think about your own name. How has your name influenced your identity and experiences? Share your story and reflect on the importance of names in shaping who we are.
4. In Part One, Pi's father states that the most dangerous animal in the zoo is man. Reflect on the interactions between humans and animals as described in the zoo setting of Pondicherry. How do these interactions support or challenge the idea that humans are the most dangerous animals? Consider the behaviors of both the zoo visitors and the Patel family in your response. Do you agree with the notion that humans are the most dangerous animals? Provide reasons and examples to support your evaluation.
5. Consider Pi's encounters with the priest, the pandit, and the imam, and how they react to his multi-religious practices. How do these interactions influence Pi's understanding of faith and spirituality? What do these experiences reveal about the broader themes of religious tolerance and coexistence in the book? Do you think Pi's approach to religion is realistic or idealistic? Explain your thinking.
6. There are many key characters in Part One that have an impact on Pi’s life. Choose one character and their relationship impact with Pi that you would like to highlight. Share your selection, the reasoning behind your selection, and the impact this relationship has on Pi’s character development. Include at least one quote to support your thinking. 
7. Martel uses symbolism in Part One to communicate deeper meanings in the story. Find an example of symbolism that sticks out to you from Part One. Include it here along with your reasons for selecting it.
8. Part One includes reflections from the adult Pi living in Toronto. How does this narrative structure, with its shifts between past and present, enhance your understanding of Pi’s character and experiences? Do you find this storytelling technique to be effective? Explain your thinking.
9. Quite a bit happens during Part One. Pick out what you think are the most important moments and work to create a concise five sentence summary of Part One. Share your reasons for selecting specific pieces and reasons for omitting others along with your summary.

Part Two: The Pacific Ocean
1. In Chapter 52, Pi lists the supplies he finds on the lifeboat. Review this supply list carefully. Which items do you think are the most crucial for Pi's survival, and why? Provide specific reasons for your choices. Based on the supplies available, do you think Pi has a good chance of surviving his ordeal at sea? Why or why not?
2. Martel uses vivid imagery and descriptive language to bring the ocean setting to life. Identify and analyze a passage from Part Two that uses imagery to enhance the reader's experience. How does this imagery contribute to the mood and tone of the story? Create or source an image depicting your chosen scene. Include the image alongside of how it depicts specific facets of your selected scene. 
3. The lifeboat becomes a microcosm of coexistence between man and animal. Evaluate how Pi and Richard Parker's coexistence on the lifeboat serves as a metaphor for broader themes of survival, respect, and interdependence. How does their relationship challenge or support your understanding of these themes?
4. The story of how the tiger came to be named Richard Parker involves a clerical error where the hunter's name was mistakenly given to the tiger. What do you think this mix-up symbolizes in the context of the novel? How does this unusual name affect your perception of the tiger and its relationship with Pi? Reflect on the significance of names and identity in the story.
5. Part Two is filled with pivotal moments that shape Pi's journey. Choose one key moment that you believe is crucial to Pi's survival and character development. Describe the moment and explain why you think it is significant. How does this moment impact the overall narrative?
6. How does Pi's character evolve from the moment he finds himself stranded on the lifeboat to his eventual establishment of a routine for survival? Choose two specific instances where Pi's actions or thoughts demonstrate significant growth or change. Include those instances here. Share what you think these instances reveal about his resilience and adaptability in the face of extreme adversity.
7. When Pi realizes the true nature of the island, he decides to leave despite the apparent safety it initially offers. What does this decision reveal about Pi's character and his understanding of what it means to truly survive? Do you think you would have made the same choice in his position? Why or why not? Provide examples from the text to support your reasoning.
8. Consider Pi's journey and the emotional bond he developed with Richard Parker throughout their ordeal. How does Pi's sadness at not being able to say goodbye to Richard Parker highlight the themes of companionship and survival? Do you think Pi's feelings are justified? Why or why not? Provide examples from the text to support your perspective.
9. Reflect on the role of hope and despair. How does Pi balance these two emotions throughout his ordeal? Provide specific examples from the text where Pi demonstrates hope or succumbs to despair. Based on these examples, what can you infer about Pi's overall outlook on life and his resilience? Explain your reasoning.
10. Quite a bit happens during part two. Pick out what you think are the most important moments and work to create a concise five to ten sentence summary of part two. Share your reasons for selecting specific pieces and reasons for omitting others along with your summary.
Part Three: Benito Juárez Infirmary, Tomatlán, Mexico
1. Pi offers two different versions of his survival story to the Japanese officials. Reflect on why Pi might have felt the need to create an alternative story. What does this reveal about the power of storytelling and the human need to make sense of traumatic experiences? Which story do you find more believable or compelling, and why?
2. In his alternative story, Pi describes the brutal actions of the human survivors. How does this version of the story change your perception of Pi and his ordeal? What does it suggest about the darker aspects of human nature and survival? Reflect on how this story challenges or reinforces your views on human behavior in extreme situations.
3. Reflect on the significance of Pi hiding cookies under his bed in the context of his overall journey. How does this small act symbolize the lasting impact of his time at sea on his behavior and mindset? What can you infer about Pi's sense of security and trust in his new environment? 
4. The Japanese officials ultimately choose to include the fantastical story with Richard Parker in their report. What does this decision reveal about the nature of truth and the role of narratives in shaping our understanding of reality? Do you agree with their choice? Why or why not?
5. Reflect on the significance of the setting—the Benito Juárez Infirmary in Tomatlán, Mexico. How does this setting influence the tone and mood of the final section of the novel? What does it symbolize in terms of Pi's journey and his process of healing and recovery?
6. Consider the broader themes of faith and belief in "Life of Pi." How do Pi's interactions with the Japanese officials and his storytelling reflect his views on faith, truth, and the human spirit?
Answers to Review Questions:
Part One: Toronto and Pondicherry
1. *Answers will vary 
2. *Answers will vary 
3. *Answers will vary 
4. *Answers will vary 
5. *Answers will vary 
6. *Answers will vary 
7. *Answers will vary 
8. *Answers will vary 
9. *Answers will vary 

Part Two: The Pacific Ocean
1. *Answers will vary 
2. *Answers will vary 
3. *Answers will vary 
4. The tiger named Richard Parker due to a clerical error symbolizes the fluidity of identity. This unusual name humanizes the tiger, making it seem more like a character with its own individuality rather than just a wild animal. It influences Pi's relationship with the tiger, blending fear with a sense of companionship. The mix-up highlights how names and identity can deeply impactful.
5. *Answers will vary 
6. *Answers will vary 
7. *Answers will vary 
8. *Answers will vary 
9. *Answers will vary 
10. *Answers will vary 
Part Three: Benito Juárez Infirmary, Tomatlán, Mexico
1. *Answers will vary 
2. *Answers will vary 
3. *Answers will vary 
4. *Answers will vary 
5. The setting of the Benito Juárez Infirmary in Tomatlán, Mexico, brings a sense of relief and safety after Pi's long ordeal at sea. It contrasts sharply with the vast, unpredictable ocean, symbolizing a place of healing and recovery. The infirmary represents the end of Pi's physical struggle and the start of his emotional and psychological healing. It sets a calmer, more reflective tone for the final part of the novel.
6. Pi's interactions with the Japanese officials and his storytelling highlight his belief in the power of narrative to convey deeper truths. By presenting two different versions of his survival story, Pi challenges the officials to consider the nature of truth and the role of faith in understanding reality. His fantastical story with Richard Parker reflects his inner strength and the human spirit's capacity for hope and imagination. The more brutal, realistic story underscores the harsh realities of survival. Through this dual storytelling, Pi shows that faith and belief are not just about facts but about finding meaning and resilience in the face of adversity.
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