March 19, 2021

Teacher Support – Live Help
Ask A Trainer
•

Tuesday from 9-10 am ET

•

Thursday from 3:30-4:30 pm ET

Online
Summer School ‘21

#oneword2021
This is a hashtag on Twitter where you decide
what one thing, if applied to every area of your
life, will have the most impact and bring the most
positive changes into your life. Then you work to
apply that word to every area situation and task in
which you find yourself.

We offer courses, for either your teachers or
ours to provide instruction, that let students
complete their extended school year, work on
original credit, or recover credits. Pearson’s
online summer school addresses a variety of
academic needs with the flexibility of online
learning.
Summer course list with Pearson teachers
Summer course list with your teachers

Participation/Engagement
Points
Participation or engagements points is an optional
way for teachers to award students for taking an
active role in their learning. Just like other
assessment types, the participation assessment
type will appear in the Grade Book and will be
visible to students and Observers.
One way to encourage participation in a virtual
environment is to utilize check-in meetings. The
social-emotional connection between students
and teachers is important. Teachers can create
small-group help sessions, hold class meetings, or
implement one-on-one check ins. Whatever option
you choose, it’s a great way to connect with
students.

QPR – Suicide
Prevention
QPR stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer – the 3
simple steps anyone can learn. The belief is that just
as people trained in CPR help save thousands of
lives, people trained in QPR learn to recognize the
warning signs of a suicide crisis, how to question,
persuade (or partner with), and refer someone to
help.
Some common warning signs include expressions of
hopelessness, depression, giving away prized
possessions, talk of suicide, and securing of lethal
means.
The Chain of Survival elements that it is important to
have in place include:
Early Recognition of suicidal behaviors – the sooner
warning signs are detected, and help is sought, the
better the outcome of the crisis will be.
Early QPR – asking someone about the presence of
suicidal thought and feelings opens a conversation
that may lead to a referral to help. It is a myth that
asking a non-suicidal person about suicide will make
them suicidal. It is also a myth that people who talk
about suicide don’t do it.
Early intervention and referral – Refer to local
resources of call 1-800-273-TALK. This hotline is for
people in crisis as well as for people who want
information on helping others. For more information
or to find training in your area please visit the QPR
Institute online.
Additional Resources

Here’s a video showing how to add Participation as
a Grading Category to your course.

•

National Suicide Prevention Hotline
1.80.273.8255

•

Crisis Text Line: text 741741

•

YouthLine: Text “teen2teen” to 839863 or
call 1-877-968-8491

Sharon Jaso, Ed.D, Senior Special Populations
Consultant at Pearson

You can also read the article, Creating Grading
Categories, for additional instructions.

2020-2021 PEARSON OBL
TECHNICAL SUPPORT
PLAN
Need assistance fast?
We’re here to help
You will be asked by a support representative
to provide one of the following forms of
identification: school address, business phone,
home or mobile phone, or email address.

Questions and Answers
Q: What is the difference between the Calendar
and the To-Do List?
A: The Calendar is another way to keep track of
what is currently due and what is coming up next.
The calendar lists activities and assessments.

844-597-3224
•

For Students and Caretakers, Select
Option 1.

• For Teachers, Administrators, and Staff,
Select Option 2

pcxsupport@pearson.com

The Student Calendar
Synching with External Calendars

To sync the Pearson Connexus Calendar to an external
calendar, follow the external calendar’s Add Calendar
directions.
Note: Do not use the calendar’s import feature.
Importing a calendar brings in a static snapshot of the
Pearson calendar instead of syncing the calendars.
To find the Pearson Connexus Calendar’s address
(in iCal format), open the Pearson Connexus
Calendar from the Main Menu. Then select Sync.

The To-Do contains course activities due each day.
Overdue assessments are listed, too.

Social & Emotional
Learning (SEL)
Setting up students for life: five key skills

Special Populations

Q: Is there a way to make reading or writing on
a computer screen easier for students with
Dyslexia?

If we expect students to be ready for life after
school, then classroom instruction must
include the following social and emotional
skills: self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship skills, and responsible
decision-making.
Each social and emotional skill is listed in more
detail below, along with an example of how it
can be promoted in the classroom.

A: One way that some students find success is
by using a font that is designed for people with
dyslexia. Open Dyslexic is a typeface designed
against common symptoms of dyslexia. It is free
to download and use. If you like the way you are
able to read this information, then this typeface
is for you!
Assistive Technology for Dyslexia: One Mother’s
Story: When Kathy’s son was young, he
struggled with reading. He spent so much
energy and effort just trying to read what was in
front of him that he didn’t have the strength left
to actually learn anything from his readings.
Enter assistive technology for dyslexia.
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Education Trends

Pearson Teacher
Upcoming Holidays
Spring
Break

According to Talia Milgrom-Elcott, “teachers
have been going nonstop since March 2020.
Even veteran teachers said this was the hardest
year they’ve ever experienced. That exhaustion
is likely to lead to a wave of early retirements,
exacerbating teacher shortages that long
preceded the pandemic.
But we’ve seen teachers elevated to local
heroes. And we’re hearing from large and small,
local and national teacher preparation programs
that interest in teaching is up and teacher
recruitment is on the rise. Across our network of
leading STEM teacher preparers, more people
are choosing teaching now than did 2-3 years
ago.
With more teachers coming into the pipeline in
2021, perhaps we’re seeing the beginnings of a
fundamental shift in how our nation respects
and values teachers, with all the changes in
workplace conditions, pay, and other supports
that teachers’ role as essential workers
demands. Such a shift would give meaning to
the enormous suffering of the past year, as
millions of teachers, respected and supported to
thrive, would provide tens of millions of
students the opportunities they need to
flourish.”
Milgrom-Elcott, T. Rising From The Ashes Of Covid-19:
Three Optimistic STEM Education Trends. 3 Mar. 2021,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/taliamilgromelcott/202
1/03/03/rising-from-the-ashes-of-covid-19-threeoptimistic-stem-education-trends/.
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Note of Caution for POBL
LiveLesson

Please remember that only students may attend
the LiveLesson sessions.
This is to protect the privacy of students
attending from different programs and schools.
LiveLesson recordings have student identifying
information removed and may be viewed at any
time.

Click the picture for a recipe
Control + Shift + Click

